
                         Take these ten terms

Use each one in a 
different type of poem
(beneath each poem youʼll find a list of requirements.  Some are the 
“real rules” and some are the rules Iʼm adding for this assignment)

Symbolism

Irony

Onomatopoeia

Pun

Slang/Jargon

Hyperbole

imagery

Oxymoron

Cliche 

Idiom

Alliteration poem
The Rules: The trick in an alliteration poem is to make the 
majority of the words in each line start with the same letter 
or sound.
Iʼm adding:  Make it a total of 5 lines.

Acrostic poem
The Rules: A word or phrase written down the left side of 
a sheet of paper.   Each letter is a new line of your poem.
Iʼm adding: The word/phrase must be relevant to the topic 
you chose.

Couplets
The Rules: Two rhyming lines of poetry.
Iʼm adding: You get to write 10 couplets.

Haiku
The Rules: 5/7/5 -- you should know this one by now.
Iʼm adding: you get to write 3 of them.

Diamonte
The Rules: a diamond shaped poem. 
" line 1: a noun.  the subject of the poem.
" line 2: two words describing the noun.
" line 3:  3 “-ing” words about the noun.
" line 4: 2 two-word phrases; the first is about the 
" noun in line one.  The second phrase is about a 
" new subject, often the opposite of the first 
" subject.  
" line 5: 3 “-ing” words about the new subject.
" line 6: two words about the new subject.
" line 7: one word: the new subject.
Iʼm adding: nothing

Clerihew
The Rules: Humerous poem about a person. 
" line 1: ends with the personʼs name
" line 2: rhymes with line 1, and tells something 
" about the person.
" lines 3 & 4: rhyme with each other, and also tell 
" something about the person.
Iʼm adding: nothing.

Cinquain
The Rules:
" line 1: one word (and the subject)
" line 2: two adjectives about the subject.
" line 3: three words describing action related to it.
" line 4: 4 words that describe a feeling related to it.
Iʼm adding: nothing

Lyric
The Rules: each stanza follows the a,b,a,b, rhyme 
scheme.
Iʼm adding: 5 stanzas.  Stanzas 3 and 5 are the chorus.

Sonnet
The Rules: 14 lines, 10 syllables each.
rhyme scheme: A,B,A,B,C,D,C,D,E,F,E,F,G,G
Iʼm adding: nothing

Oh yeah, last thiNg: All of your poems will be collected in a book, complete with cover and title.  Each poem should also be accompanied by an illustration

All of your poems MUST fall under 
one single theme.  Pick from the 

following selections, or talk with 

me about a theme you’d like to see.

• The REAL Rules About School.
• We All Make Mistakes.
• My Dream Job.
• How to Make the World a Better Place.
• The Side of Me No One Knows.
• Love is a ___________.
• My Biggest Fears
• Lessons Iʼve Learned


